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TIGHT CORNERS

An airman was dispatched to the missiie
storage area to pick up three AiM-9s and return
them to the flight line for loading. When he ar-
rived at the storage area, he secured the
assistance of one of the missile maintenance
personnel. After parking the MHU-12 trailer in
front of the storage cubicle, they began.

The airman and the sergeant [oaded two
missiles successfully, but while attempting to
load the third missile, the airman lost his grip.
The missile fell and had to be returned to depot
for repair.

it turns out the trailer was parked too close to
the storage cubicle which didn’t give the
personnel enough room to maneuver. The lack
of room to do the job and the fact that the
airman was wearing leather gloves which may
have reduced his grip made the job a lot more

.. incidents and incidentals

with a maintenance dlant.

difficult than it would normally have been. Mov-
ing the trailer would certainly have been a better
alternative to busting a missile.

SAFETY WIRE

There's safety wire and then there's safety
wire. Here's what | mean... After fanding on a
wet, 8,000 foot runway, the F-101 pilot en-
countered hydroplaning and attempted to lower
the tail hook to engage the departure-end BAK-
12 cable. The pilot was unable to break the
safety wire installed on the tail hook switch and
ended up engaging the MA-1A webbing at a
slow speed. No aircraft damage was incurred.

The investigation revealed two strands of
safety wire were used on the tail hook switch.
Normally, only one strand of .020 soft copper
wire is used--per the tech order. An investiga-
tion of all F-101 aircraft at this unit revealed all
the aircraft were improperly safetied.

The purpose of the soft copper wire is to
prevent inadvertent actuation of a particular
switch. In this case, it prevented actuation of the
switch entirely. Next time you have to safety a
switch in the cockpit. remember to use the
proper wire.
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